American Mediation

TELEGRAM IN CIPHER
" Berlin, i8th August, 1916.
" -In reply to report A. 350 of the isth inst.
" Mediation by the President intended lead to the opening
of peace negotiations between the combatants we are gladly
ready to accept. Please encourage emphatically the President's
efforts in\his direction. Naturally it must not be imagined
that in accepting such mediation we bind ourselves to any con-
crete peace conditions. A general peace conference with par-
ticipation of neutrals only tolerable on the lines of previous
successful peace-negotiations between combatants with regard
to general and international questions of Freedom of the Seas
and Disarmament.
" BETHMANN-HOLLWEG,"
In close connection with the above exchange of letters with
Berlin, stood an interchange of telegrams dealing with the
eventual reopening of the unrestricted submarine campaign.
I received the following telegrams :
TELEGRAM IN CIPHER
" (Strictly confidential.)
" Berlin, I2th June, 1916.
" The Army and Navy are again urging submarine warfare
as the only weapon against England, and particularly against
her blockade, to which President Wilson has never, nor can very
well, take exception.
** It now remains to be decided :
" i. Whether after his nomination Wilson would still
be prepared to press matters as far as a rupture and war,
even if we spare human life in the new submarine war ?
" 2. What attitude the Republican candidate would
adopt on this matter ?
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